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ENTRIES IN THE OLD BIBLE OF ROBERT PRINGLE 
Contributed by Henry A. M. Smith 

Robert Pringle the immigrant to South CaroUna was the second 
son of Robert Pringle of Symington in the Parish of Stow in the 
County of Edinburgh, Scotland. Symington was the name of 
the family estate, which stiU. remains in the possession of a descend- 
ant of the name. The date of his birth the writer has never 
ascertained, exactly, but he seems to have arrived in Charles Town 
in the Province of South Carolina about the year 1725, and there 
established himself as a merchant. On 18 July 1734 he married 
Jane the daughter of Andrew AUen an eminent merchant of 
Charles Town. She died 3 June 1746, leaving no surviving chil- 
dren. On 16 April 1751 Robert Pringle married Judith Bull the 
widow of Stephen Bull the eldest son of William Bull late Lieu- 
tenant Governor of the Province. Her maiden name was Judith 
Mayrant and she was the daughter of James Nicholas Mayrant 
and his wife Susanna Gaillard. By her first husband she had one 
son Wilham Bull who was quite young (three years old) at the 
time of his mother's second marriage. Robert Pringle in 1760 
was appointed one of the Assistant Lay Judges of the Court of 
Common Pleas in the Province and so continued until 1770. He 
was one of the Judges who concurred in the rendition in 1765 of 
the famous order to open the Court and carry on its business with- 
out the stamps required by the Stamp Act. In 1741 he constructed 
a brick residence on his property on the North side of Tradd Street 
— one lot West of Meeting Street — which was taken down some 
years ago when the property was sold. 

In 1774 he constructed on the same property a large three sto- 
ried brick mansion which is stiU standing, the residence of Arthur 
R. Young, Esq. He died 13 January 1776 aged, according to the 
published notice, 74 years. He left surviving him three children 
by his second marriage: 

John, born 22 July 1753. 

Robert, born 4 April 1755. 

Elizabeth Mayrant born 29 March 1757. In 1783 she married 
William Freeman of Charleston and died without surviving 
children. 
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John Pringle the eldest son of Robert Pringle added Julius to 
his name and was always known as John Julius Pringle. He 
studied law in England where he was a student in the Temple. 
After the close of the Revolutionary war he practiced law in 
Charleston for many years with great success. In 1789 he was 
appointed by General Washington United States Attorney for 
South Carolina and in 1792 he was appointed Attorney General 
of South CaroUna which office he held for sixteen years. In June 
1805 he was offered by President Jefferson the post of Attorney 
General of the United States which he decUned, preferring to 
remain in his native State. He was the owner of Runnymede 
plantation referred to in the Article on the Ashley River and 
its settlements. (This Magazine, vol. xx, p. 98.) On 1 January 1784 
he married Susannah Reid the youngest daughter of Dr. James Reid. 
Dr. James Reid of St. Bartholomews Parish married Susannah May- 
bank the daughter of Joseph Maybank and his wife Ann Dupuy. 
Susannah Maybank married first Henry Michaud (or Mashow) by 
whom she had no issue and second Dr. James Reid by whom she had 
three daughters Elizabeth, Mary and Susannah. After Dr. Reid's 
death his widow married as her third husband in 1773 the Rev. Ed- 
ward Jenkins Rector of the Parish of St. Michael, who declined the 
office of Bishop of South Carolina. The three Reid sisters married, 
EUzabeth, to William Bull the stepson of Robert Pringle, Susannah 
to John Julius Pringle, and Mary to Robert Pringle his brother — 
the three sisters thus marrying the two brothers and their half 
brother. John Julius Pringle died 16 March 1843 in his ninetieth 
year. He had children by Ms wife Susannah, viz; 

1st. John Juhus Pringle born 18 October 1784 married Mary 
Izard daughter of Ralph Izard; died — . 

2d. Robert William Pringle born 10 October 1786, died 16 De- 
cember 1790. 

3d. Susannah Pringle born 8 January 1789, married Wm. 
Mason Smith, died 18 May 1846. 

4th. Elizabeth Mary born 9 May 1791, married Robert Smith, 
died 8 April 1873. 

5th. Robert Pringle born 28 March 1793, died 26 October 1860. 

6th. Mary Pringle born 23 August 1795, died early umnarried. 

7th. Edward Jenkins Pringle born , married Maria 

Middleton daughter of Governor Henry Middleton, and was lost 
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with his wife and two children in the destruction of the Steamer 
Pulaski in June 1838. 

8th. Charles James Pringle died young. 

9th. William Bull Pringle born 8 July 1800, married Mary Motte 
Alston daughter of Col: WiUiam Alston, died 13 December 1881. 

10th. Emma Pringle bom 23 January 1803, married Charles 
Alston, died 23 April 1889. 

Robert Pringle the second son of Robert Pringle the emigrant 
married first Mary Reid the second daughter of Dr. James Reid. 
She died in August 1784 leaving one child, James Reid Pringle who 
married Elizabeth McPherson and died 11 July 1840. 

Robert Pringle married second in June 1787 Ann Amelia Gar- 
den, daughter of Col. Benjamin Garden, and granddaughter of 
the Revd. Alexander Garden generally known as Commissary 
Garden. By his second wife he had children viz; 

1st. Arm Amelia Pringle born 22 April 1788 died unmarried 
about 1860. 

2nd. Robert Alexander Pringle born 12 January 1790, married 
Sarah Mackewn Maxwell died about 1824. 

3rd. Mary Susannah Pringle born 3 February 1792, died 20 
March 179-. 

4th. EHzabeth Freeman Pringle born 18 March 1794, died un- 
married in 1873. 

5th. Benjamin Garden Pringle born 22 March 1799, died 24 
January 1800. 

6th. Charlotte Marianne Pringle born 29 May 1801, married 
Joseph Clark and died . 

The following entries taken from the old Bible are all in the 
handwriting of Robert Pringle the emigrant except the six last 
which are in a different hand. The entries made by Robert 
Pringle are in a fine large distinct clear hand. The Bible itself 
is a thick folio sized volume containing the Book of Common Prayer 
and the Old and New Testaments "Printed and sold by Richard 
Ware at y" Bible & Sun on Amen Corner" and "Oxford. Printed 
by John Baskett, Printer to the University, MDCCXXXVIII." 
The Bible contains a large number of later entries from which most 
of the condensed information given above as to Robert Pringle's 
descendants has been obtained. The entries which follow are 
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valuable among other information for the statements concerning 
the Allen and Smith families they contain. 

ENTRIES 

South Carolina 

George Smith was Born August 2'^. 1693 & was Married to 
Rebecca Blake March 19*'': 1716 who Dyed Octob'. 20*'': 1719 
Aged 20 years & 7 Days 

George Smith jun': Son to the above was Born April the 26*'' 
1718 & Dyed Septem': 30*'': followmg 

Elizabeth Smith was Born Sept: 8*'': 1719 & Dyed in 5 Weeks 
after, wanting 2 Days 

George Smith & Elizabeth Allen Daughter to M': Andrew 
Allen Mer*: in Charlestown S° CaroUna were Married the 18*'': 
Decern': 1723, She being Born the 13*'': April 1707 

EHzabeth Smith Daughter of the above was Born the 4*'': 
Novem': 1724 & Dyed July 14*'': 1725 

Ann Smith was Born February 2^: 1725/6 at 3 of the Clock in 
the morning being Wednesday 

Jane Smith was Born June 10*'': 1728 at o Clock in the After- 
noon being Sunday 

Sarah Smith was Born May 19*'': 1730 at 4 o Clock afternoon 
being Tuesday 

Robert Pringle was Married to Judith Bull (Widdow of the 
Late Stephen Bull Esq') by the Rev"^: Alex': Garden, being his 
second Wife on Tuesday the 16*'': April 1751, at Cha': Towne S° 
Carolina & Registered in the Register Book of St. Philips by John 
Remmington Church Register 

March 2^: 1752 at Charlestowne S": CaroUna This Morning 
about One o Clock my Wife Judith was Delivered of a Male 
Child, StiU Bom, tho' at its fuU time, & was Burried this Evening, 
by Geo: Sheed Sexton, in the Church Yard of S*: Philips Cha' 
Town the South East Corner. 

July 22 '^: 1753 This Morning (being Sunday) about Ten o Clock 
my Wife Judith was Happily Dehvered of a Male ChUd, & this 
day the Moon Enters into the Last Quarter, at Charlestown S°: 
Carolina 
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October 26*'': 1753 This day my son was Publickly Baptized 
by the Rev"^: Alex': Garden, in the Church of S*: PhiHps Charles- 
town, & Named John, John Mayrant (my Wife's Brother) & John 
Wragg, being the God Fathers, & M": Marian Guerard, Wife of 
M': John Guerard Mer*: God Mother, being 3 Months & 4 Days 
Old, when Christened. 

April 4*'': 1755 This Morning (being Friday) about Two a Clock 
my Wife was Happily DeUvered of a Male Child after six Hours 
Moderate Labour & the Moon Entered Yesterday into the Last 
Quarter at Charlestown S": CaroUna 

December 16*'': 1755 This Day my Second Son was Publickly 
Baptized in the Church of S': Philips Charlestown, By the Rev**: 
M': Joseph Andrews Curate or Afsistant of the said Church & 
Named Robert, Daniel Horry the Father, & Daniel Horry jun': the 
Son, of Santee, being the God Fathers, & Ann Royer Widow, stood 
Proxy for M": Sarah Horry wife of the said Daniel Horry the 
Godmother, the Child beingS Months & 12 Days old when Baptized. 

March 29*'': 1757 This afternoon (Being Tuesday) about half 
an hour after Two a Clock, my Wife was Happily DeUvered of a 
Female Child after Twelve Hours sharp Labour the Moon being 
Entered into the 1"' Quarter the 27*''. Instant, at my own House 
in Tradd Street, Charlestown S°: Carolina, & the 25 Jan^: 1758 
was PubUckly Baptized in the Church of S*. Philips by the Rev"*. 
M': Rob*. Smith Afsistant to M': Clark & Nam'd Elizabeth May- 
rant M"'': Mary Seaman Wife to M"': Geo: Seaman & Miss Sus*: 
de S*: Julien my wife's Niece being Godmothers & M': James Len- 
nox Mer*: God Father the Child being then near 10 Months Old. 
Charlestown S": Carolina March 17*'': 1760 

On the ll*"": of Last Month of February, All my Family of White 
People (Excepting my Self) were Innoculated for the SmaU Pox 
by D"": John Moultrie Senior viz*. My Wife Judith & my Three 
Children John, Robert, and Elizabeth, My Wife's Son William 
Bull, & my Wife's Two Nieces, Miss Susanah & Judith De S*: 
Julien And who are now all Recovered, & gott pretty Well Again 
Praised be God. 

N: B: My Three Children have had the Hooping Cough, Mea- 
sles, & Small Pox, all within the compass of a Year. And on the 
13*'' & 18*'': of Said Month of February 1760 Five of my House 
Negroes were Innoculated for the Small Pox viz*. Hagar & Statyra 
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Women, Mingo Primus, & Dick Boys, and on the 1'*: of April 
following my Negroe Woman Maria, & Girls Sarah were Likewise 
Innoculated for the Small Pox, AH of them by D': John Swint a 
German, & who all Recovered & Did Well; Excepting Hagar & 
Maria who both Dyed by Innoculation Maria the Last Dyed the 
11*'': (date torn out) 

My Wife's Son William Bull was Bom the 4*'': of June (Old 
Stile) 1748, Son of Stephen Bull Esq': Dec"* who was the Eldest 
Son of W": Bull Esq': BeC^: Late Lieu*: Gov': of S°: Carolina. 

Feb': P*: 1761 This Day being Sunday Divine Service was per- 
form'd for the first Time in the New Church of S*: Michael in 
this Town of Charlestown by the Rev'': M': Rob*: Cooper who was 
Invited to be Minister there, & preach'd a sermon suitable to the 
Occasion to a Crowded Congregation, David Deas & my self 
being the Church Wardens, & on said occasion all my Family went 
to Church & took pofsefsion of my Pew there N°: 29 in said Church. 

Feb': 2'': 1761 This Day being Monday Our New King His 
Majesty King George the Third was Proclaim'd King; In this 
Town of Charlestown, with Great Solemnity and with Universal 
Joy & Acclamations & begun his Reign Octo': the 25"': 1760. 

My Wife's Niece Miss Susannah De S*: Julien Daughter of M': 
Joseph De S*: Julien of S*: Johns Parish Berkley County was Born 
the 24*'': February 1742, & Her Sister Miss Judith De S*: JuUen 
was Born the 24*'': April 1744 

1767 October 25*'': This Evening my Wife's Niece Miss Judith 
De S*. Julien was Married at my House by the Rev"^: M': Robert 
Cooper Rector of the Church of S*: Michael In Charlestown To M': 
David Guerard of the Parish of S*: John Berkley County, & Eldest 
Son of John Guerard Esq': Deceas'd Merchant in Charlestown 

Elizabeth Mackpherson was Born Sept': 6*'': 1688 & was Married 
to Andrew Allen Jan': 1"*: 1705/6 and Departed this Life the 14 
Jan': 1726/7 Aged 39 Years at Charlestown S<>: Carolina 

Elizabeth Allen Daughter of the above was Born April 13*'': 
1707 

Jane Allen was Born Novem': 16*'': 1711 & Dyed in Boston 
New England Nov': 16: 1715 

John Allen was Born Jan': 16*'': 1713/14 

Evan Allen was Born Octob': 12*'': 1716 & dyed June 16: 1717 
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Jane Allen was Born June 8*'': 1718 at Cha": town 

William Allen was Born Octob^ 28*'' 1720 

Hannah Allen was Born Jan": 9*^: 1726/7 & Dyed the 14*'>: of 
same Month 

Robert Pringle was Married to Jane Allen on Thursday the 18*'': 
July 1734 by the Rev"^: Alex"': Garden at Charlestown S" Carolina 

Elizabeth Allen Dyed Novemb': 4*i>: 1734 Aged 27 years 6 
Months & 21 days 

Andrew Allen Dyed Septem"': 6"": 1735 Aged 67 years 

Jane Pringle my Dear Wife, Dyed the 3^: of June 1746 at 7 a 
Clock in the Morning being Tuesday Aged 28 Years, wanting 5 
days, & was Burried the 4*'': in the Evening, in the Meeting Yard, 
by her Father, say in the Independent Meeting Yard, by the Rev'': 
M"": Rob*: Bascum having been first carried into the Church & 
the Service of the Church of Eng'': said over Her in S': Philips 
Charlestown S°: Carolina. 

The Small Pox Broke Out in Charlestowne S": Carolina In the 
Month of May anno 1738, 

The Small Pox Broke Out again In Charlestowne South Caro- 
lina In the Month of January anno 1760 when all my Family 
were Innoculated for It viz*: my Wife, and my 3 Children &c. 

The Cherokee Indians Broke out in Open War against this 
Province of S°: Carolina, (By first Killing Our Indian Traders 
who Liv'd amongst Them) In The Said Month of January 1760, 
William Henry Lyttleton Esq"^: Being then Governor in Chief, 
And in the 33<' Year of the Reign of His Majesty King George the 
Second; The first Indian War Since the Settement of this Province 
having Broke Out, anno 1715. 

The Upper Creek Indians Murdered some of Our Indian Traders, 
who Liv'd Amongst Them, and Seized on Their Stores, & Goods, 
In the Month of May 1750, But Did not Break Out in Open War 
against This Province W"": Bull Esq': Being then Lieu*: Governor 
& Com': in Chief And on The 34 Year of the Reign of His Majesty 
King George the Second. 

On the 15*'': Day of September 1752, Happened a Very Great 
Hurricane all Over this Province of South Carolina in particular 
at Charlestown Where it did a great Deal of Damage,. & being 
the very Day on which the New Stile, or Regulat": of Time, Com- 
menced & Took Place in the Reign of King George the 2^; 
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In the Year 1755 Happened the Great & Terrible Earthquake 
in the City of Lisbon in Portugal which Destroy'd most part of 
that City. 

In the Year 1759 The City of Quebec was Taken from the 
French, & in the Year 1760 all Canada was Surendered at Montreal, 
to the British Arms Sir Jeffrey Amherst being Comm':. 

On the 4*"^: May 1761 About Three a Clock afternoon Hap- 
pened at Charlestown, a Most Terrible Violent & Most Shocking 
Tornado, or whirlewind which Did Destroy Several Ships in 
Rebellion Road then Outward Bound, & Did Likewise a great 
Deal of Damage in Severall Places in the Countrey. 

On the 25*'>: Day of October 1760 Dyed His Majesty King 
George the Second Aged 77 years in the 34 Year of his Reign & 
next Day was Proclaimed His Present Majesty King George the 
Third Our most Gracious Soveraign. 

In the Year 1762 The Island of Martinique the City of Havanna 
in the Island of Cuba & the Island of Manilla in the East Indies 
were all Taken by the British Arms, the Two last of which were 
Taken from the Spaniards & the Other from the French. 

On the 22'' : Day of February 1763 Peace was Proclaimed in 
London with France & Spain the Late War have broke Out in 
the Year 1756. 

In the Year 1765 The Parliament of Great Britain, Pass't the 
Stamp Act, for Stamp Duties to Take place, all Over British 
America, & In the next Year 1766, The Said Stamp Act was 
Repeal'd again by the Parliament by a Great Majority of Votes 
being 108. 

On the 16*: Day of Sepf: 1766 Dyed Ann Mayrant Wife of 
John Mayrant aged 27 Years Daughter of M': W": Woodrop & 
Wife of my Wife's Bro"': Jn°: MajTant & Left behind her Three 
Young Children & was Burried in the Scots Meeting Burial 
Ground. 

On the 26: Day of May 1767 Dyed John Mayrant my Wife's 
Only Brother after a Tedious Sickness & has Left Two Young 
Children viz*: Two Sons nam'd John Aged 4| Years, & WiUiam 
aged 2 years & 8 months & he himself was Aged 41 Years & 5 
months & by his Last Will Left his Father in Law M': W": Wood- 
rop & Coll: Elias Horry his Executors & was Burried in the Scotch 
Meeting Burial Ground. 
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[The following entries are in a different hand] 

James R. Pringle Son of Robert and Mary 
Pringle was born August 14*'': 1782 
Charles Town W": Bull Son of W": & Elizabeth Bull was born 
S°. Carolina, the 2^ May 1784 

John Mayant & Izabella Norvil were married 
Oc: 1785 
John Julius Pringle and Susannah Reid married the first of 
Jan': in the Year of our Lord 1784 ha' Issue Pringle born October 
IS*'' 1784. 
W" Freeman married Eliza* M': Pringle Jan' 23"! 1782. 
James Pringle Son of R*: & Mary was born August 19 in the 
year of our Lord 1782. 



